Digital Art, Graphic Design & Business Solutions
Semester 1

Grade Level: 6-8
Credit: 0.5

Course Overview

In Digital Art, Graphic Design & Business Solutions, students embark on a vibrant, fully online learning
journey that merges creativity, communication, and entrepreneurial thinking. From the first click, learners
will design visually stunning art and branding materials, learn how digital design influences real-world
businesses, and develop an entrepreneurial mindset—all at their own pace through a competency-based
structure. Every lesson is intentionally aligned with state standards and specific learning objectives to
promote mastery-based progression, ensuring each student builds authentic skills and leaves with
tangible design and business outcomes.

What Students Will Explore
« Digital Art Foundations — Learn key principles like form, color, texture, and value using digital
tools; create graphical art from scratch based on inspired themes.

» Graphic Design Essentials — Master typography, layout, composition, and brand visuals; design
logos, posters, and infographics that communicate clearly and creatively.

» Photography & Image Editing — Explore photographic framing and lighting; use image editing
software to crop, enhance, and manipulate visuals for professional results.

» Entrepreneurship in Design — Dive into basic branding, marketing, and business principles;
create mock business plans and branding strategies for real-world application.

» Portfolio & Presentation Skills — Curate 5-7 polished projects; craft artist statements; and
present ideas visually and verbally to peers and an authentic audience.

Key Learning Experiences
*Design Challenges — Weekly creative prompts that push students to apply design skills under
different constraints.

* Mini-Business Projects — Develop a product idea, design a logo, write a tagline, mock pricing,
and present a business pitch.

» Peer Critiques & Collaboration — Give and receive design feedback using structured critique
rubrics anchored in design vocabulary.

*Creator Portfolio Showcase — Compile and present a professional-grade portfolio in a virtual
exhibition.
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Learning Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
« Create original digital artworks using design principles such as balance, contrast, and hierarchy
« Demonstrate typography, layout, and color skills in real-world design projects
« Edit and enhance images professionally to support design goals
* Apply branding principles and marketing concepts to a business model
» Communicate design ideas clearly through rationale, statements, and peer discussion
* Build a curated, polished portfolio showcasing design and entrepreneurial growth

Why Take This Course

Digital Art, Graphic Design & Business Solutions is not just another elective—it's a game-changer.
Students will finish the semester equipped with high-demand skills in visual communication, digital
fluency, and business thinking. They’ll gain the ability to express ideas through professional design, think
critically about audience and purpose, and build a creative portfolio that stands out in school, on
applications, and in real-world opportunities.

Even better, the course is fully online, self-paced, and competency-based, so each student can advance
as they master skills—no waiting, no pressure. This flexible format supports individual learning styles and
empowers students to take control of their creative journey. They emerge from the course not only as
budding designers but as confident creators, effective collaborators, and budding entrepreneurs ready to
make their mark in a visual world.

The course is a fully online, self-paced, competency-based program, and we’re very proud of it!

Students only advance once they’ve demonstrated true mastery of each skill—no rushing, no
guessing. This flexible structure not only supports individual learning styles and schedules but
also empowers learners to take ownership of their progress, knowing exactly what they can do
next.

Moreover, every module, assignment, and assessment is meticulously aligned with state
standards and clear learning objectives, guaranteeing comprehensive coverage of essential
knowledge and real-world skills students need to succeed. This isn’t just online learning—it’s
purposeful, rigorous, and personalized, ensuring no student advances until they truly understand
the material.



