Graphic Design Digital Dazzlers: Canva Edition
Middle School
Semester 1

Grade Level: 6-8
Credit: 0.5

Course Overview

Welcome to Graphic Design Digital Dazzlers, where creativity meets technology in a fully online, engaging, and
modern learning experience! Over the semester, students dive into Canva—the free, intuitive, drag-and-drop platform
beloved by millions of educators and learners . This course is self-paced and competency-based, empowering
students to progress by demonstrating real design mastery. Every lesson aligns with state standards and targeted
objectives, ensuring a meaningful, standards-driven art and media curriculum that builds confidence, visual fluency,
and digital literacy—right from home.

What Students Will Explore
» Canva Interface & Tools — Learn to navigate Canva’s workspace, templates, and intuitive design elements,
mastering tools like Magic Write, Magic Media, and background remover.

» Typography & Layout — Study the fundamentals of font choices, alignment, whitespace, and grid layouts for
effective communication.

* Color & Branding — Dive into color theory, create mood boards, and learn how visual elements build brand
identity.

* Project Themes — Design a poster, digital greeting, social media graphic, infographic, and a personal logo
—developing real-world, portfolio-ready pieces.

» Collaboration & Feedback — Peer critiques and shared designs help students refine ideas and use
vocabulary that matches design standards

Key Learning Experiences
« Vision Board Creations — Start the semester crafting an inspirational mood and vision board using curated
visuals and color palettes.

* Logo Design Challenge — Design a logo that reflects personal interests or a hobby, using textbooks and
digital sketching to find your visual voice.

» Poster Redesign Project — Reimagine a movie or book poster, applying layout, imagery, and typography
principles to communicate deeper meaning.

* Infographic Storytelling — Convert classroom or community data into clear, compelling visual narratives
using charts, icons, and color.

+ Final Showcase Portfolio — Curate a personal collection of 4-6 standout designs with artist statements
reflecting growth, process, and purpose.

Learning Objectives

By course end, students will be able to:
» Navigate Canva confidently and utilize its core tools creatively
* Apply typography, layout, color theory, and design principles to original projects
* Build visual identity elements reflecting personal style and purpose
* Transform information into clear and engaging visual media
* Provide and receive constructive feedback using design vocabulary
» Compile a polished digital portfolio and present their design journey
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Why Take This Course

Graphic Design Digital Dazzlers supercharges students’ creative potential and prepares them for the visual world we
live in.

They’ll gain real-world digital design skills, mastering Canva tools used by professionals, and build visual storytelling
abilities essential for school projects, future careers, and personal expression. Students will see immediate results, as
each project leads to a shareable creation they can show off to friends, family, and teachers.

Moreover, this course boosts confidence, communication, and collaboration. Students learn to articulate their creative
decisions, critique peers thoughtfully, and refine their voice in a supportive online community. They finish with a
vibrant portfolio that sets them apart, showcasing depth, creativity, and digital polish.

This isn’t just design class—it's a journey of exploration, innovation, and self-expression. If your student loves
technology, storytelling, art, or simply wants to do something bold and creative, Digital Dazzlers is their launchpad to
shine online—and beyond!

The course is a fully online, self-paced, competency-based program, and we’re very proud of it!

Students only advance once they’ve demonstrated true mastery of each skill—no rushing, no guessing. This
flexible structure not only supports individual learning styles and schedules but also empowers learners to
take ownership of their progress, knowing exactly what they can do next.

Moreover, every module, assignment, and assessment is meticulously aligned with state standards and clear
learning objectives, guaranteeing comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and real-world skills
students need to succeed. This isn’t just online learning—it’s purposeful, rigorous, and personalized,
ensuring no student advances until they truly understand the material.



