Photography Explorer (Grades K-5)
Semester 1

Grade Level: K-5
Credit: 0.5

Course Overview

Photography Explorer invites young learners to see the world through a new lens—literally! This hands-
on, fully online, competency-based course introduces students to the basics of visual communication,
storytelling, and creativity in a digital age. Through fun, age-appropriate projects, kids learn how to safely
use cameras (or tablets), experiment with composition, light, and color, and capture moments that matter.
Designed with flexibility and mastery in mind, students must demonstrate understanding at each level
before moving forward, all while developing digital fluency and artistic confidence.

What Students Will Explore

» Camera Basics & Safety — Learn how to hold a camera, zoom, focus, and care for equipment in
a safe, kid-friendly way.

» The Language of Pictures — Explore concepts like Rule of Thirds, framing, and perspective
through playful exercises and storytelling prompts.

 Exploring Light & Color — Discover how shadow, bright sunlight, and indoor light change mood
and tone in photos.

» Composition & Storytelling — Capture scenes that tell a story—whether it's a family pet, a
treasured toy, or a moment in nature.

» Photo Editing Basics — Learn simple, safe online tools to crop, rotate, and enhance photos—
encouraging creativity in a digital environment.

Key Learning Experiences

* “Show Your World” Photo Journal — A weekly album where students capture and describe what'’s
important to them.

» Photo Scavenger Hunts — Guided prompts like “find something red” or “capture a pattern” to
build visual awareness.

» Storybook Photo Projects — Create mini photo-stories, narrating events in 3-5 picture
sequences.

+ Light & Shadow Games — Hands-on challenges using flashlights or windows to experiment with
natural and artificial light.

+ Digital Showcase — Submit 8—10 polished photos with simple captions, reflecting progression in
skill and self-expression.



Learning Objectives

By the end of the semester, students will be able to:
* Hold and operate a camera or device safely and accurately
« Identify and apply basic composition techniques (framing, rule of thirds, perspective)
* Use light and color intentionally to change mood or focus
* Create a simple photo narrative with beginning, middle, and end
» Use digital tools to edit photos with cropping, brightness, and simple adjustments
* Reflect on personal work using descriptive words and craft a brief caption or title

Why Take This Course

Photography Explorer is more than a fun elective—it's a powerful tool for building 21st-century skills in
young learners!

» Boosts Creativity & Observation: Students sharpen their ability to notice beauty, detail, and
meaning in everyday life)}—encouraging mindfulness and curiosity.

» Empowers Self-Expression: Through visual storytelling, children find their unique voice and
share their perspective with classmates, friends, and family.

» Develops Digital Fluency: In a fully online, competency-based format, students learn core digital
citizenship and creative editing tools—preparing them for future tech habits in academics and beyond.

By semester’s end, children emerge as confident, creative explorers who don’t just take pictures—they
tell stories, express ideas, and see the world in vibrant new ways. Photography Explorer offers young
learners a joyful, flexible, and future-forward learning journey—one that combines art, tech, and self-
confidence through the magical lens of photography.

The course is a fully online, self-paced, competency-based program, and we’re very proud of it!

Students only advance once they’ve demonstrated true mastery of each skill—no rushing, no
guessing. This flexible structure not only supports individual learning styles and schedules but
also empowers learners to take ownership of their progress, knowing exactly what they can do
next.

Moreover, every module, assignment, and assessment is meticulously aligned with state
standards and clear learning objectives, guaranteeing comprehensive coverage of essential
knowledge and real-world skills students need to succeed. This isn’t just online learning—it’s
purposeful, rigorous, and personalized, ensuring no student advances until they truly understand
the material.



