World Religions — Semester 1

Grade Level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5

Course Overview

In a world that is increasingly interconnected, understanding diverse religious traditions is more
important than ever. World Religions — Semester 1 invites students to explore the beliefs,
practices, and cultures of the world’s major religions with curiosity, respect, and open-
mindedness. From ancient traditions to modern-day expressions of faith, students will examine
how religion has shaped history, art, ethics, and human connection across centuries and
continents.

This is not a theology course—it is an academic exploration of belief systems that have
influenced civilizations and continue to shape the world today. Students will engage in
meaningful discussions, compare common themes across faiths, and reflect on their own
values and worldview.

What Students Will Explore

The course begins with foundational questions: What is religion? Why does it exist? Students
will learn how to approach the study of religion from a global and respectful perspective. They
will then explore the origins, sacred texts, core beliefs, rituals, and cultural impact of major
world religions, including:

+ Hinduism - Origins in India, reincarnation, karma, sacred texts like the Vedas

» Buddhism - The Four Noble Truths, the life of the Buddha, meditation and mindfulness

+ Judaism — The Hebrew Bible, covenant, traditions and festivals

+ Christianity — The life and teachings of Jesus, the Bible, major denominations

* Islam — The Five Pillars, the Qur’an, the Prophet Muhammad, cultural diversity

Students will also examine Indigenous and traditional belief systems, and gain exposure to
emerging global spiritual movements.

Key Learning Experiences

+ Sacred Text Comparisons — Read and analyze excerpts from scriptures across
traditions

+ Ritual & Symbol Projects — Create visual representations of common religious symbols
and ceremonies

+ Faith Around the World Reports — Research and present how religions are practiced in
different cultures and regions

+ Ethics & Morality Discussions — Explore how different religions approach questions of
good, evil, justice, and compassion

+ Interfaith Reflections — Reflect on the value of religious literacy in a diverse and
globalized society
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Learning Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
+ Describe the origins, beliefs, practices, and cultural influence of major world religions
+ Compare and contrast religious worldviews and values
+ Identify similarities and differences in rituals, sacred texts, symbols, and holidays
+ Explain how religion intersects with history, politics, art, and human rights
* Practice respectful dialogue about beliefs different from one’s own
* Develop a broader worldview through inquiry, empathy, and reflection

Why Take This Course

World Religions — Semester 1 builds not only global awareness but also emotional intelligence
and respect for diverse perspectives. In a time when misunderstanding can lead to division,
this course gives students the tools to engage thoughtfully and compassionately with the world
around them. It fosters empathy, curiosity, and intercultural fluency —skills that are invaluable in
today’s classrooms, communities, and careers.

This course is also ideal for students who love history, philosophy, literature, or current events,
and want to understand how belief systems influence both individuals and entire societies. By
the end of the semester, students will not only have a strong academic understanding of global
religions—they’ll be more informed citizens, more thoughtful classmates, and more connected
human beings. This course encourages open hearts and open minds, and equips students to
be bridges in a world that needs more understanding, more dialogue, and more peace.

The course is a fully online, self-paced, competency-based program, and we’re very proud of it!

Students only advance once they’ve demonstrated true mastery of each skill—no rushing, no
guessing. This flexible structure not only supports individual learning styles and schedules but
also empowers learners to take ownership of their progress, knowing exactly what they can do
next.

Moreover, every module, assignment, and assessment is meticulously aligned with state
standards and clear learning objectives, guaranteeing comprehensive coverage of essential
knowledge and real-world skills students need to succeed. This isn’t just online learning—it’s
purposeful, rigorous, and personalized, ensuring no student advances until they truly understand
the material.



