
Welcome to 5th Grade Reading! 

This course is designed to inspire fifth-grade students to read critically, think deeply, and appreciate a wide range of 
literature. In 5th Grade Reading, students will explore complex texts across genres including historical fiction, fantasy, 
biographies, persuasive essays, and scientific texts. They will sharpen their comprehension skills by analyzing 
themes, interpreting figurative language, and examining an author’s purpose. Through interactive discussions, 
projects, and independent reading, students will build confidence, empathy, and a lifelong love for reading. 

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning objectives, ensuring 
comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for student success. 

Learning Outcomes 
By the end of 5th Grade Reading, students will: 

	 •	 Read and interpret grade-level texts with fluency and expression. 

	 •	 Understand and analyze complex themes, character motivations, and plot structures. 

	 •	 Use context clues, root words, and advanced word analysis to understand challenging vocabulary. 

	 •	 Make inferences and support conclusions with evidence from the text. 

	 •	 Evaluate different perspectives and points of view in both fiction and nonfiction. 

	 •	 Compare and contrast ideas, themes, and structures across multiple texts. 

	 •	 Engage in thoughtful discussions, presenting evidence-based arguments and respecting diverse viewpoints. 

	 •	 Cultivate independent reading habits, selecting texts that challenge and inspire them. 

Syllabus for 5th Grade Reading 
Unit 1: Building Fluency and Vocabulary Mastery 

	 •	 Focus: Developing fluency with complex texts and expanding vocabulary through advanced word analysis. 

	 •	 Activities: Daily independent reading, vocabulary journals, and fluency practice exercises. 

Unit 2: Exploring Fiction and Story Structure 

	 •	 Focus: Analyzing character development, themes, and narrative structure in various fiction genres. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading novels and short stories, creating character diaries, and group discussions on story 
elements. 

Unit 3: Nonfiction Analysis and Author’s Purpose 

	 •	 Focus: Understanding informational texts, identifying author’s purpose, and evaluating evidence. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading biographies, persuasive essays, and scientific articles; writing summaries and creating 
“author’s purpose” charts. 

Unit 4: Figurative Language and Literary Techniques 

	 •	 Focus: Recognizing figurative language such as similes, metaphors, and personification and their effects on 
tone and meaning. 

	 •	 Activities: Poetry analysis, creative writing exercises, and figurative language scavenger hunts. 

Unit 5: Comparing Perspectives in Texts 



	 •	 Focus: Analyzing texts with contrasting viewpoints, themes, or settings to deepen understanding and critical 
thinking. 

	 •	 Activities: Paired reading comparisons, discussion panels, and using graphic organizers to map differences 
and similarities. 

Unit 6: Research and Presenting Evidence 

	 •	 Focus: Developing research skills by gathering information from multiple sources and presenting findings. 

	 •	 Activities: Research projects, creating presentations, and developing arguments supported by evidence from 
texts. 

Unit 7: Independent Reading and Genre Exploration 

	 •	 Focus: Encouraging a love for reading and personal growth by exploring a variety of genres. 

	 •	 Activities: Book talks, genre explorations, and reflective journals tracking reading progress and interests. 

This 5th Grade Reading course is an exciting journey into literature and nonfiction that will prepare students to be 
insightful, independent readers with strong critical thinking skills. 


