
Welcome to 4th Grade Reading! 

This course is designed to help fourth-grade students expand their reading abilities, strengthen comprehension skills, 
and deepen their understanding of more complex texts. Through an exploration of diverse genres such as historical 
fiction, biographies, myths, and informational texts, students will learn to analyze themes, interpret literary elements, 
and evaluate texts critically. With an emphasis on discussion and critical thinking, this course encourages students to 
build a love for reading, make connections to the world around them, and express their ideas confidently. 

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning objectives, ensuring 
comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for student success. 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of 4th Grade Reading, students will: 

	 •	 Read grade-level texts with fluency and expression, demonstrating understanding of tone, purpose, and 
point of view. 

	 •	 Use context clues, root words, and word analysis strategies to interpret unfamiliar vocabulary. 

	 •	 Identify and analyze main ideas, supporting details, and themes in fiction and nonfiction texts. 

	 •	 Explore and interpret story elements such as character, plot, setting, and conflict to better understand 
complex narratives. 

	 •	 Compare and contrast texts, identifying similarities and differences in themes, settings, or plot structures. 

	 •	 Engage in evidence-based discussions, supporting interpretations and opinions with text references. 

	 •	 Read and appreciate a variety of genres, including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. 
Syllabus for 4th Grade Reading 
Unit 1: Advanced Reading and Vocabulary Skills 

	 •	 Focus: Enhancing reading fluency and interpreting challenging vocabulary using context clues and word 
analysis. 

	 •	 Activities: Daily reading practice, vocabulary exercises, and interactive read-alouds. 
Unit 2: Exploring Fiction and Story Analysis 

	 •	 Focus: Understanding complex story elements, including character motivations, themes, and story conflict. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading short stories, group discussions, and character analysis projects. 
Unit 3: Nonfiction and Informational Texts 

	 •	 Focus: Identifying key details in informational texts and understanding structure and purpose. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading articles and biographies, summarizing main ideas, and researching historical figures. 
Unit 4: Literary Devices and Figurative Language 

	 •	 Focus: Recognizing and interpreting literary devices like simile, metaphor, and personification. 

	 •	 Activities: Poetry analysis, writing original poetry, and literary device scavenger hunts. 
Unit 5: Mythology and Cultural Stories 

	 •	 Focus: Exploring myths, folktales, and legends from various cultures, and understanding their moral lessons. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading mythology stories, creating story maps, and comparing myths from different cultures. 
Unit 6: Comparing and Contrasting Texts 

	 •	 Focus: Developing critical thinking by comparing characters, settings, and themes across texts. 



	 •	 Activities: Paired readings, Venn diagrams, and group presentations on text similarities and differences. 
Unit 7: Critical Thinking and Discussion 

	 •	 Focus: Building discussion skills and learning to support opinions with text-based evidence. 

	 •	 Activities: Socratic seminars, text evidence worksheets, and peer-led discussions. 
Unit 8: Independent Reading and Personal Growth 

	 •	 Focus: Encouraging independent reading, self-reflection, and appreciation for different genres. 

	 •	 Activities: Weekly reading logs, book presentations, and reflective journals. 

This course aims to prepare fourth graders to be thoughtful, skilled readers who can analyze, interpret, and discuss 
texts independently, laying a solid foundation for lifelong reading enjoyment and academic success.


