
Welcome to 3rd Grade Reading! 

This course encourages third-grade students to advance their reading and comprehension skills by 
engaging with a variety of text genres, including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and informational texts. 
Through structured reading activities and guided discussions, students will develop critical thinking skills, 
enhance vocabulary, and become more confident in analyzing stories, understanding themes, and 
identifying important details. The course aims to foster a love of reading, empowering students to express 
their thoughts and make connections between literature and their own lives. 

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning 
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for 
student success. 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of 3rd Grade Reading, students will: 

	 •	 Read with fluency and expression, accurately interpreting punctuation and tone. 

	 •	 Use advanced decoding strategies to read and understand multisyllabic words and unfamiliar 
vocabulary. 

	 •	 Summarize texts, identifying main ideas, supporting details, and key events. 

	 •	 Analyze character development, plot, and setting to deepen comprehension. 

	 •	 Make inferences, draw conclusions, and support their ideas with evidence from the text. 

	 •	 Differentiate between fiction and nonfiction, identifying elements specific to each genre. 

	 •	 Demonstrate an interest in a wide range of texts and genres, fostering an appreciation for 
literature and a love for learning. 

Syllabus for 3rd Grade Reading 

Unit 1: Building Reading Skills and Fluency 

	 •	 Focus: Improving reading fluency, decoding multisyllabic words, and exploring new vocabulary. 

	 •	 Activities: Group read-alouds, independent reading practice, and decoding exercises. 

Unit 2: Fiction and Story Elements 

	 •	 Focus: Analyzing story elements (character, setting, plot) and understanding character 
development. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading short stories, character analysis worksheets, and group discussions on story 
structure. 

Unit 3: Understanding Nonfiction 

	 •	 Focus: Identifying features of nonfiction texts, such as headings, captions, and main ideas. 



	 •	 Activities: Reading informational articles, exploring biographies, and working on nonfiction 
summaries. 

Unit 4: Poetry and Literary Devices 

	 •	 Focus: Exploring poetry and understanding literary devices like rhyme, alliteration, and simile. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading poems, creating original poetry, and discussing the use of literary elements. 

Unit 5: Making Inferences and Drawing Conclusions 

	 •	 Focus: Using context clues to make inferences and draw conclusions about texts. 

	 •	 Activities: Reading mystery stories, practicing inference skills, and evidence-based discussions. 

Unit 6: Expanding Vocabulary and Language Skills 

	 •	 Focus: Building vocabulary and learning how word choice affects meaning. 

	 •	 Activities: Vocabulary-building games, using context clues in sentences, and exploring synonyms 
and antonyms. 

Unit 7: Genre Study 

	 •	 Focus: Comparing and contrasting different genres, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	 •	 Activities: Genre-specific book reports, identifying genre elements, and participating in genre 
discussions. 

Unit 8: Developing a Love for Reading 

	 •	 Focus: Encouraging independent reading habits and introducing students to a variety of literary 
genres. 

	 •	 Activities: Book-sharing presentations, library visits, and reflective journals on favorite readings. 

This course provides a well-rounded approach to reading that supports third graders as they become 
more independent, confident readers, ready to tackle increasingly complex texts.


