
Welcome to Third Grade Social Studies! 

In this course, third-grade students will explore the world around them through the lens of geography, history, and 
culture. They will delve into the concepts of communities, natural resources, and the roles individuals play in shaping 
their environment. Students will also learn about the history and influence of significant historical figures and explore 
the relationships between people, places, and events. Through a variety of interactive lessons and projects, students 
will strengthen their understanding of what it means to be a responsible citizen and an active member of both local 
and global communities. 

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning objectives, ensuring 
comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for student success. 

Learning Outcomes 
By the end of Third Grade Social Studies, students will: 

	 •	 Understand the concepts of regions, states, and countries, and their geographical features. 
	 •	 Identify the major physical features of the United States (e.g., mountains, rivers, and plains). 
	 •	 Learn about the early history of the United States and key historical figures. 
	 •	 Explore the role of citizens and government in their community and country. 
	 •	 Understand the importance of natural resources and how they are used in daily life. 
	 •	 Explore different cultures and traditions from various parts of the world. 
	 •	 Practice basic map skills, including reading and interpreting maps and globes. 

Syllabus for Third Grade Social Studies 

Unit 1: Communities and Regions 

	 •	 Explore different types of communities: rural, suburban, and urban. 

	 •	 Understand the concept of regions and learn about the states and territories of the United States. 

Unit 2: Geography and Physical Features 

	 •	 Study the major physical features of the United States, including rivers, mountains, and plains. 

	 •	 Practice using maps and globes to locate different regions and natural features. 

Unit 3: Early U.S. History and Historical Figures 

	 •	 Learn about early American history and significant events, including the Revolutionary War. 

	 •	 Study the lives and contributions of important historical figures like George Washington, Thomas Jefferson 

Unit 4: Government and Citizenship 

	 •	 Understand the role of local, state, and national government. 

	 •	 Discuss the responsibilities and rights of citizens, and how laws help maintain order in society. 

Unit 5: Natural Resources and the Environment 

	 •	 Learn about natural resources, how they are used, and why conservation is important. 

	 •	 Explore how humans impact the environment and ways to protect it. 

Unit 6: Cultures and Traditions 

	 •	 Discover various cultural traditions, celebrations, and customs from different parts of the world. 

	 •	 Learn how geography influences cultural practices and ways of life. 

This course prepares students to understand the connections between history, geography, and their everyday lives, 
while also instilling a sense of curiosity and respect for the diverse cultures and communities they encounter. By the 
end of the year, students will be equipped to think critically about the world around them and actively contribute to 
their communities.


