Welcome to American Sign Language, Semester 1 & 2

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.

Course Description:

Unlock the power of communication without words through American Sign Language (ASL)! From the
very first day, you’ll dive into signing and embark on a journey to learn one of the most expressive and
visual languages in the world. Designed as a self-paced course, this program empowers you to manage
your learning, progress at your own speed, and develop confidence in signing.

In just 30 minutes a day, you'll build a strong foundation in ASL, mastering simple conversations,
expanding your vocabulary, and exploring the rich culture and community of the Deaf world. Alongside
practical language skills, you’ll gain insights into the differences between hearing and Deaf cultures,
fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation for both.

Whether you're learning ASL for personal growth, career opportunities, or to connect with Deaf friends or
family, this course equips you with the tools to succeed. Dive in today and open the door to a new,
expressive, and meaningful way to communicate!

Syllabus

Unit 1: Introduction to American Sign Language
» The basics of ASL: history, structure, and visual nature.
* Learning the ASL alphabet (fingerspelling) and numbers.
* Understanding Deaf culture and its significance.

Unit 2: Everyday Conversations
» Greetings, introductions, and common expressions.
» Signing personal information: names, age, family, and hobbies.
» Asking and answering simple questions.

Unit 3: Expanding Vocabulary
» Building a foundational vocabulary: food, colors, and emotions.
» Signing daily routines and activities.
» Practice through short, practical scenarios.

Unit 4: Grammar and Sentence Structure
» Understanding ASL grammar: syntax, facial expressions, and non-manual markers.
* Forming basic sentences and questions.
» Tips for improving fluency and clarity in signing.

Unit 5: Expressing Time and Space
» Describing time, dates, and locations.
» Using classifiers for spatial and descriptive concepts.
» Signing about school, work, and travel.

Unit 6: Exploring Deaf Culture
» Key milestones and figures in Deaf history.
» Etiquette when communicating with Deaf individuals.
* The importance of ASL in the Deaf community.



Telling Stories in ASL

Expressing ideas and emotions through storytelling.
Learning ASL idioms and expressions.

Practice with short narratives and role-playing.

Final Project — Real-World ASL Application

Create and present a signed dialogue or story.
Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in ASL.

Reflect on the journey of learning ASL and cultural insights.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will:
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Demonstrate a foundational knowledge of ASL, including the alphabet, numbers, and basic
vocabulary.

Engage in simple signed conversations with clarity and confidence.

Understand and apply ASL grammar, syntax, and non-manual markers.

Gain awareness of Deaf culture and its significance.

Utilize ASL in practical, real-world scenarios.

Develop storytelling and expressive signing skills.

Conclusion

American Sign Language (ASL) opens the door to a vibrant and expressive form of communication.
This self-paced course allows you to learn at your own speed while building a solid foundation in ASL and
exploring the richness of Deaf culture. Whether for personal growth or connection, mastering ASL will

empower you to communicate in a meaningful, inclusive way. Start today and begin signing your way to
success!



