
Welcome to Archaeology: Shipwrecks & Ancient Treasures

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.

Course Description:
Embark on a captivating exploration of lost worlds and maritime history in this self-paced course.
Investigate shipwrecks and unearth ancient treasures through hands-on fieldwork, artifact analysis, and
historical research.

Delve into the fascinating stories behind these archaeological discoveries and uncover the cultural
significance of artifacts recovered from sunken ships, ancient trade routes, and forgotten civilizations.
Students will gain an understanding of archaeological methods, preservation techniques, and the
historical context that brings these treasures to life, while exploring the mysteries of human history lost
beneath the waves.

Units and Learning Outcomes
Unit 1: Introduction to Maritime Archaeology

• Explore the basics of maritime archaeology, including its history and significance in uncovering
the past.
• Study the evolution of shipbuilding and the development of maritime trade in ancient civilizations.
• Understand the tools and techniques used by maritime archaeologists to locate and excavate
shipwrecks.
• Investigate the role of underwater exploration and technological advances in uncovering
shipwrecks and treasures.

Unit 2: The Golden Age of Shipwrecks – Famous Discoveries
• Analyze some of the world’s most famous shipwrecks, including the Titanic, the Spanish Armada,
and ancient Phoenician trade vessels.
• Examine the types of treasures recovered from these wrecks, such as gold, ceramics, jewelry,
and ancient artifacts.
• Study the historical, cultural, and economic contexts surrounding these shipwrecks and what they
reveal about past societies.
• Investigate the role of shipwrecks in understanding ancient trade routes, navigation, and cultural
exchange.

Unit 3: Methods of Artifact Recovery and Preservation
• Learn about the different methods used to recover artifacts from shipwrecks, including
underwater excavation and remote sensing technologies.
• Study the processes used to preserve recovered artifacts, from cleaning and restoration to digital
documentation and analysis.
• Understand the challenges of preserving organic materials, such as wood, textiles, and bone,
which often degrade over time.
• Explore the ethical considerations in underwater archaeology, including ownership and the
preservation of cultural heritage.

Unit 4: The Cultural Significance of Shipwrecks and Treasures
• Examine the cultural impact of shipwrecks and their treasures on both the societies that created
them and the modern world.
• Study how the discovery of shipwrecks can influence our understanding of ancient economies,
trade networks, and social structures.
• Investigate the relationship between archaeology and public interest in shipwrecks, including the
role of museums, documentaries, and treasure hunters.
• Analyze the lessons learned from the past and how these discoveries shape our modern
understanding of history and culture.



Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

• Understand the history, methods, and significance of maritime archaeology in uncovering ancient
civilizations.
• Analyze the cultural, historical, and economic contexts of shipwrecks and the treasures recovered
from them.
• Evaluate the ethical and practical challenges faced by archaeologists in underwater excavation
and artifact preservation.
• Investigate key shipwrecks and ancient treasures to understand their role in shaping history.
• Develop research, critical thinking, and analytical skills through the study of archaeological
methodologies and historical evidence.

Conclusion:
Archaeology: Shipwrecks & Ancient Treasures offers students an exciting and immersive exploration of
maritime history, combining fieldwork, research, and analysis to uncover the mysteries of lost civilizations.

Through this self-paced course, students will gain insight into the techniques and methodologies used by
archaeologists to recover and preserve treasures from the deep, while exploring the profound cultural and
historical significance of shipwrecks and the treasures they hold. This course will provide a deeper
understanding of the fascinating world of underwater archaeology and the remarkable stories of ancient
peoples whose legacies continue to shape our world today.


