Welcome to Art Foundations

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.

Course Description:

Art Foundations is an introductory course designed for students who have not yet explored the world of
art. This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the fundamental elements and principles of art,
such as line, shape, color, texture, form, balance, and composition. Students will engage with a variety of
art materials and techniques, developing a hands-on understanding of artistic expression. Throughout the
course, students will have opportunities to study and critique works of art, fostering both their creative and
analytical abilities. By the end of the course, students will have a solid foundation in the principles of art
and be ready to take on more advanced artistic challenges.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will:
1. Understand the Elements and Principles of Art: Learn and apply the basic concepts of line,
shape, color, texture, form, space, balance, contrast, and unity.
2. Develop Technical Skills: Gain proficiency in using a variety of materials, such as pencil,
charcoal, paint, and clay.
3. Create Original Artworks: Produce artwork that demonstrates an understanding of artistic
techniques and composition.
4. Critique and Analyze Art: Develop the ability to critique art thoughtfully and analyze works from
various perspectives.
5. Enhance Aesthetic Awareness: Cultivate an appreciation for art and develop the ability to
discuss and reflect on the aesthetic qualities of various works.
6. Expand Creativity: Explore individual creativity through various mediums and artistic processes.

Course Structure:

This self-paced course is divided into two semesters, with each semester focusing on a different set of
skills and techniques. Students will engage with each unit through lessons, practice assignments,
critiques, and projects. The course also includes opportunities for students to reflect on their work and
progress.

Semester 1: Introduction to the Elements of Art
* Unit 1: Line and Shape: Explore the basics of line drawing and geometric vs. organic shapes.

* Unit 2: Color Theory: Learn about primary, secondary, and tertiary colors, and how to use color
harmonies in artwork.

* Unit 3: Texture and Value: Experiment with creating textures and shading techniques to add
depth to drawings.

* Unit 4: Form and Space: Understand three-dimensional form and how to create the illusion of
depth in art.

* Project 1: Create a Colorful Still Life: Use line, shape, and color to create a vibrant still-life
piece.



Semester 2: Principles of Art and Artistic Expression
+ Unit 5: Balance and Composition: Learn about symmetry, asymmetry, and the importance of
composition in creating visually compelling artwork.

» Unit 6: Contrast and Emphasis: Discover how contrast in color, value, and texture can create
emphasis in your work.

« Unit 7: Unity and Movement: Understand how to create a sense of unity and flow in a piece of
art.

* Unit 8: Art Critique and Reflection: Practice analyzing and critiquing your own artwork as well
as the work of others.

* Project 2: Personal Expression Piece: Create a final artwork that incorporates the principles of
art learned throughout the course, reflecting your personal style and artistic growth.

Assessment:
* Quizzes: After each unit, students will take quizzes to assess their understanding of key concepts
in the elements and principles of art.
+ Hands-On Projects: Students will complete projects that demonstrate their skills with different
materials and artistic techniques.
» Art Critiques: Students will write reflections and participate in critiques, analyzing their work and
the work of others.
+ Final Portfolio: At the end of the course, students will compile a portfolio of their best works,
showecasing their learning and artistic growth.

Pace and Flexibility:

This course is designed to be self-paced, allowing students to progress through the material at their own
speed. With lessons available from the start, students can work at a pace that fits their schedule and
revisit materials as needed. The flexibility of the course allows students to engage deeply with each unit,
giving them the time and space to hone their skills and express their creativity.

By the end of Art Foundations, students will have gained a solid understanding of the fundamentals of art,
learned various techniques and materials, and created a body of work that reflects their unique artistic
vision. This course serves as a stepping stone for more advanced art courses and offers a fulfilling
introduction to the world of creative expression.



