
Welcome to Art History

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.

Course Description:
This self-paced course introduces students to the world of art through historical, social, geographical,
political, and religious contexts. Through an exploration of art and architecture from different periods and
regions, students will understand how art has evolved and reflected the societies that created it.

Organized chronologically and by world regions, this course covers major artistic movements, works, and
artists, offering a thorough understanding of art through the ages. Students will study the role of art in
history, its cultural significance, and its impact on contemporary society.

Units and Learning Outcomes
Unit 1: Introduction to Art History

• Understand the role of art in preserving and interpreting culture.
• Study the relationship between art, history, and culture, and how periods and movements reflect
their social, political, and religious contexts.
• Learn methods in art history, including visual analysis and contextual examination.

Unit 2: Ancient Art and Architecture
• Explore art from ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome.
• Analyze iconic works like Egyptian pyramids, Greek sculptures, and Roman architecture, and
their cultural significance.
• Examine how religion and mythology influenced ancient art and architecture.

Unit 3: Medieval Art and Christianity
• Study art in early Christian, Byzantine, and Medieval periods.
• Analyze Christian iconography and architectural styles like Gothic cathedrals.
• Discuss the impact of religion on art during the Middle Ages.

Unit 4: The Renaissance and Early Modern Art
• Investigate the Renaissance, focusing on artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and
Raphael.
• Explore the revival of classical ideals and the changing role of the artist.
• Discuss the cultural and intellectual movements of the Renaissance.

Unit 5: Baroque and Rococo Art
• Examine Baroque art, focusing on Caravaggio, Rembrandt, and Bernini.
• Study Rococo’s ornate style through artists like Fragonard and Watteau.
• Understand the political and religious influences on these movements.

Unit 6: Neoclassicism and Romanticism
• Explore Neoclassical art’s return to classical ideals and its influence on architecture.
• Study Romanticism, focusing on emotion and nature in artists like Turner and Goya.
• Analyze the political and social upheavals that shaped these movements.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

• Identify major art movements and styles.
• Understand the cultural, social, and political contexts of different art forms.
• Analyze key works of art and their historical significance.
• Appreciate the diversity of global art traditions and their influence on contemporary culture.

Conclusion:
Art History Semester 1 provides an introduction to the major art movements and masterpieces of history.
Through a self-paced exploration of ancient civilizations, the Renaissance, and beyond, students will
understand how art reflects the societies that produced it. This course fosters an appreciation for art and
history, helping students view the world through an informed lens.


