Welcome to Introduction to Communications, Semesters 1 & 2

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.

Course Description:

This self-paced course is designed for students with a solid foundation in music, whether through formal
training or significant self-taught experience. Students will deepen their understanding of musical
structure, language, and notation, and enhance their personal musicianship.

The course offers an introduction and review of the fundamentals of music, including notation, rhythm,
melody, harmony, form, and texture. Students will engage in ear training, composition, and arrangement,
while analyzing both Classical and Pop/Jazz works. The course encourages students to explore the
music of their own choosing, providing ample opportunities for creative expression and personal growth.

Units and Learning Outcomes

Unit 1:

Unit 4:

Fundamentals of Music Theory

Review and reinforce knowledge of musical notation, rhythm, and basic musical terms.
Develop an understanding of melody, harmony, and texture.

Gain familiarity with the foundational building blocks of music theory.

Rhythm and Meter

Study different time signatures and rhythmic patterns.

Explore the relationship between rhythm and meter in various musical styles.
Practice identifying and notating rhythms from Classical and Pop/Jazz genres.

Melody and Harmony

Analyze the construction of melodies, scales, and modes.

Study basic harmony and chord progressions.

Examine how harmony supports and interacts with melody in different styles of music.

Form and Structure in Music
Learn about various musical forms such as binary, ternary, sonata form, and theme and

variations.

Unit 5:

Understand the role of musical structure in Classical and contemporary music.
Analyze how composers use form to create cohesion and contrast in their works.

Ear Training and Sight Singing
Engage in ear training exercises to develop listening skills and recognize intervals, chords, and

rhythms by ear.

Unit 6:

Practice sight singing and developing aural recognition of musical elements.
Apply ear training to both Classical and Pop/Jazz pieces.

Composition and Arranging Techniques

Explore the process of creating original music and arranging existing pieces.
Practice using notation software to create and edit compositions.
Experiment with writing for various instruments and voice arrangements.

Unit 7: Analysis of Classical and Pop/Jazz Works

Analyze selected Classical compositions for harmony, form, and thematic development.
Study Pop and Jazz songs to understand modern harmonic techniques and song structures.
Compare and contrast musical elements across genres and historical periods.



Unit 8: Personal Music Exploration and Project
* Encourage students to explore and analyze music of their own choosing.
» Create a final project that applies the skills learned throughout the course, such as composing a
short piece or arranging an existing song.
» Reflect on personal growth in musicianship and understanding of music theory.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
» Understand and apply fundamental concepts of music theory, including rhythm, melody, harmony,
and form.
» Develop ear training skills for recognizing intervals, chords, and rhythms.
» Analyze both Classical and Pop/Jazz works for harmonic and formal structure.
» Compose and arrange music using notation and ear training techniques.
» Explore music across genres and apply theoretical knowledge to personal musical interests.

Conclusion:

Introduction to Music History & Theory Semester 1 provides students with the opportunity to refine their
musicianship and understanding of musical concepts. Through a combination of theoretical study, ear
training, composition, and analysis, students will deepen their musical knowledge and enhance their
ability to engage with a variety of musical styles.

By the end of the course, students will have a well-rounded grasp of music theory that will support their
future musical endeavors, whether they pursue formal music education or continue to explore music
independently.



