Welcome to Art Foundations Middle School!
Course Description:

Art Foundations is a comprehensive middle school course designed to introduce students to the world of
art through hands-on experiences and artistic exploration. The course focuses on expanding students’
knowledge of various art media, techniques, and tools. Students will explore the works of diverse artists
throughout history and develop an understanding of how art reflects and influences society. This course
also encourages students to become more aware of the aesthetic qualities in their environment, helping
them cultivate their own creative expression while building foundational skills in visual arts.

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate a basic understanding of art media, techniques, and tools.

2. Recognize and appreciate the work of a variety of artists and art movements.

3. Apply artistic techniques to create original artwork, using different materials such as drawing,
painting, and sculpture.

4. Understand and identify the aesthetic qualities of their environment and how art shapes those
qualities.

5. Develop skills in critical thinking and art analysis, reflecting on their own artwork and the work of
others.

6. Gain confidence in expressing ideas and emotions through visual art.

Syllabus:

Unit 1: Introduction to Art and Basic Techniques
» Introduction to different types of art (2D, 3D, digital, etc.).
» Exploration of basic art materials and tools (pencils, paints, clay, etc.).
» Simple drawing exercises to understand shapes, lines, and textures.
» Overview of key art concepts such as balance, contrast, and emphasis.

Unit 2: Drawing and Sketching
» Techniques for drawing with various mediums (pencil, charcoal, pastels).
» Focus on observational drawing and basic anatomy (e.g., still life, basic human figures).
» Learning to sketch and plan artwork before creating a finished piece.
* Introduction to perspective and depth in drawing.

Unit 3: Color Theory and Painting
* Introduction to the color wheel and primary, secondary, and tertiary colors.
» Understanding the use of color in art to convey mood and emotion.
» Basic techniques for painting with watercolors and acrylics.
» Creating a color composition project based on personal expression.

Unit 4: Exploring Sculpture
* Introduction to 3D art forms and sculpture materials (clay, wire, found objects).
» Basic sculpture techniques such as carving, modeling, and assembling.
» Exploration of famous sculptures and their cultural significance.
» Creating a small-scale sculpture using different materials.



Unit 5: Art History and Famous Artists
» Study of key artists and art movements from various periods and cultures (Renaissance,
Impressionism, Modernism).
» Introduction to diverse cultural perspectives in art and how art reflects society and history.
» Comparing and contrasting the works of different artists.
» Creating artwork inspired by a studied artist or movement.

Unit 6: Mixed Media and Digital Art
» Exploration of mixed media techniques (combining paint, paper, fabric, etc.).
* Introduction to digital art tools and techniques (photo editing, digital drawing).
» Creating a mixed media or digital project that combines different materials and artistic styles.
» Understanding how artists use digital tools to enhance their creativity.

Unit 7: Art Critique and Reflection
» Learning the process of self-critique and peer critique in a constructive manner.
» Developing vocabulary for discussing art (composition, technique, symbolism).
» Reflecting on personal growth as an artist and setting future goals.
» Creating an art portfolio to showcase projects completed throughout the course.

Unit 8: Final Project and Presentation
» Final project where students will create an original artwork using a combination of techniques and
media.
+ Students will prepare a presentation to explain their creative process, choices, and the
techniques used.
+ Emphasis on the presentation of work to an audience and expressing ideas behind the artwork.

Assessment Methods:
» Ongoing assessment through class participation and creativity.
* Quizzes on art history, color theory, and basic techniques.
» Evaluation of projects based on creativity, effort, and use of techniques.
» Self-reflections and peer critiques on each unit’s artwork.
» Final project evaluation and presentation.

This Art Foundations course aims to inspire creativity, foster artistic skills, and develop an appreciation for
art in all its forms. Through exploration, practice, and reflection, students will gain a strong foundation in
the visual arts.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.



