
Welcome to Digital Literacy!

Course Description:
Step confidently into the digital age with Digital Literacy! This self-paced course provides middle school students with
essential computer skills for success in today’s technology-driven world. Students will explore a broad range of topics
at their own pace, including computer hardware and software, Internet usage, cybersecurity, cryptography, and
introductory programming concepts. They will also learn practical skills like using Google Apps effectively and
troubleshooting basic computer problems. By the end of the course, students will have developed a strong foundation
in digital competency and safety, making this course ideal for beginners eager to thrive in the digital world.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will:

1. Understand Digital Basics: Gain knowledge of computer hardware, software, and systems.
2. Navigate the Internet Safely: Develop skills to use the Internet responsibly and securely.
3. Apply Practical Technology Skills: Use tools like Google Apps for productivity and collaboration.
4. Learn Problem-Solving Techniques: Troubleshoot common computer issues independently.
5. Explore Programming and Algorithms: Write basic code and understand foundational concepts in

computer science.
6. Understand Cybersecurity and Cryptography: Learn strategies to protect digital information and

understand the basics of encryption.

Course Structure:
This course is designed to be completed at your own pace, allowing you to progress through the modules when
you’re ready. Each module includes video lessons, readings, hands-on activities, and quizzes. You can move on to
the next section when you feel confident in your understanding of the material. The course is divided into the
following units:

Unit 1: Technology Basics
• Learn about computer hardware, software, and systems.
• Hands-on activity: Identify and label computer components.

Unit 2: Introduction to the Internet
• Explore how to navigate the web, use search engines, and evaluate credible sources.
• Online safety: tips for protecting yourself online.

Unit 3: Practical Skills for Everyday Use
• Learn how to use Google Apps like Docs, Sheets, and Slides.
• Troubleshooting common computer problems.

Unit 4: Foundations of Coding
• Dive into programming concepts and algorithms.
• Hands-on activity: Write simple scripts using a block-based or text-based programming language.

Unit 5: Cybersecurity and Cryptography
• Understand the basics of cybersecurity and encryption.
• Interactive activities to explore digital safety.

Unit 6: Showcase Project
• Apply what you’ve learned to create a digital presentation or mini-application.

Assessment:
• Self-Check Quizzes: After each module, take a quiz to check your understanding of the material.
• Hands-On Activities: Complete activities and submit them for feedback when applicable.
• Final Project: At the end of the course, create a project that demonstrates your skills and knowledge of
digital literacy.

Pace and Flexibility:
This course is completely self-paced. You can take as much or as little time as you need to complete each module,
allowing you to work at your own speed. You’ll have access to all course materials from day one, and you can revisit
them as needed. There are no strict deadlines, so you can take breaks and return to the course whenever you’re
ready.

By the end of the course, you’ll have developed the foundational digital skills needed for today’s world, and you’ll feel
confident in your ability to troubleshoot, use digital tools, and protect yourself online.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning objectives, ensuring
comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for student success.


