Welcome to Graphic Design!

Course Description:

Graphic Design is a dynamic course that introduces students to the exciting world of design using the
intuitive, user-friendly tool, FreeCanva. Throughout this semester, students will explore the fundamental
principles of graphic design, including layout, typography, and color theory. They will apply these
principles to create visually compelling digital and print media projects. This course encourages creativity,
attention to detail, and the development of technical skills that are essential for designing impactful
graphics.

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
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Understand the basic principles of graphic design: layout, typography, color theory, and
composition.

Utilize FreeCanva to create professional-quality designs for digital and print media.

Develop a strong sense of visual balance, hierarchy, and alignment in design work.

Apply color theory to enhance the mood and effectiveness of design projects.

Create engaging and functional graphic design pieces for various purposes, including social
media, posters, and flyers.

Demonstrate effective use of typography to communicate ideas clearly and creatively.

Build a portfolio of graphic design work that showcases skills and creativity.

Syllabus:

Unit 1:

Unit 2:

Introduction to Graphic Design and FreeCanva

Overview of graphic design: its role in communication and marketing.
Introduction to FreeCanva'’s interface and tools.

Creating an account, setting up projects, and navigating the design space.
Understanding design terminology and basic principles.

Layout and Composition

The importance of layout in design: grids, margins, and alignment.

Using FreeCanva to create well-structured designs with clean layouts.
Understanding visual hierarchy: how to organize elements for clarity and impact.
Practice: designing a simple layout for a flyer or poster.

Typography Basics

The role of typography in graphic design: font selection, style, and readability.
Understanding the difference between serif and sans-serif fonts, and when to use each.
Pairing fonts for effective communication and visual appeal.

Practice: creating text-based designs with proper typography.

Color Theory in Graphic Design

The color wheel and understanding the relationship between colors.
Applying color theory to create harmonious and effective color schemes.
Using FreeCanva’s color tools to select and adjust colors for designs.
Practice: designing a project with a focused color palette.

Visual Storytelling and Imagery

How images, icons, and graphics contribute to the message of a design.

Finding and using images in FreeCanva: uploading, adjusting, and editing visuals.
The importance of image quality and copyright considerations.

Practice: integrating imagery into design projects.



Unit 6: Branding and Consistency
* Introduction to branding: logo design, brand colors, and fonts.
» Designing consistent visual elements for a brand identity.
* How to create designs that align with a brand’s message and style.
» Practice: designing a logo and social media posts for a fictional brand.

Unit 7: Creating Digital and Print Media Projects
» Best practices for designing for digital vs. print formats.
» Understanding dimensions, resolution, and file types for different media.
» Creating a poster, social media graphic, and a flyer using FreeCanva.
* Practice: designing a full project for digital and print distribution.

Unit 8: Final Project and Portfolio Review
+ Students will design a comprehensive graphic project, applying all learned skills.
» The project could include a poster, social media campaign, logo, or branding package.
+ Students will present their work in a portfolio format and discuss their design process.
» Final reflection on learning outcomes and future design goals.

Assessment Methods:
» Evaluation of ongoing design projects, focusing on creativity, use of design principles, and
technical skills.
» Peer feedback and self-assessment to refine design techniques.
» Final project review and portfolio presentation, showcasing completed work.

Graphic Design Semester 1 is an exciting introduction to the world of visual communication. Students will
gain hands-on experience with FreeCanva and develop the foundational skills necessary for creating
effective, eye-catching designs for a wide variety of applications.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.



