Welcome to Journalism!
Course Description:

Journalism is an introductory course designed for students interested in refining their skills in journalistic
writing and layout design, with the goal of producing a school newspaper. In this self-paced course,
students will learn the basics of news writing, feature writing, editing, photography, and newspaper layout.
The course emphasizes the importance of working independently, meeting deadlines, and managing
projects from start to finish. Students will gain practical experience in the field of journalism and media
production, developing the skills necessary to create compelling stories and visually engaging
publications. This course requires dedication, responsibility, and the ability to manage work outside of
regular lessons.

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

Understand the principles of journalistic writing, including objectivity, clarity, and conciseness.
Write news articles, feature stories, and editorials with proper structure and style.

Edit and proofread written content to ensure grammatical correctness, accuracy, and consistency.
Apply layout design techniques to create visually appealing pages using design software or
templates.

Develop basic photography skills and incorporate photos into news stories effectively.

Work independently to produce high-quality content for a school newspaper.

Meet deadlines and manage the production process of the newspaper.

Understand ethical considerations in journalism, including the importance of fact-checking and
impartiality.
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Syllabus:

Unit 1: Introduction to Journalism
» Overview of journalism and its role in society.
» Understanding different types of journalism (news, features, opinion, etc.).
* Introduction to journalistic ethics: accuracy, fairness, and objectivity.
» The importance of deadlines and time management in independent work.

Unit 2: Writing for the Newspaper
* News writing basics: who, what, when, where, why, and how.
» Crafting headlines and leads that grab readers’ attention.
» Writing feature stories: developing angles and storytelling techniques.
» Editorials and opinion pieces: structuring persuasive arguments and expressing viewpoints.

Unit 3: Editing and Proofreading

» Editing techniques for clarity, conciseness, and flow.
Proofreading for grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.
Peer editing: providing constructive feedback on others’ work.
Understanding journalistic style guides (e.g., AP Style).

Unit 4: Photography in Journalism
» Basics of journalism photography: composition, lighting, and subject matter.
* How to take compelling photos that complement written content.
» Integrating photos into stories and captions effectively.



Unit 5: Newspaper Layout and Design
» Introduction to layout software (or using templates for design).
» The principles of design: balance, alignment, contrast, and hierarchy.
» Creating visually appealing pages with text and images.
» The importance of white space and readability in design.

Unit 6: Producing the School Newspaper
» Organizing tasks and managing content independently.
» Wiriting, editing, and designing articles and photos for publication.
» Maintaining content flow and adhering to deadlines.
» Managing production timelines for virtual or physical publication.

Unit 7: Journalism Ethics and Responsibilities

* The role of journalists in society: informing the public and holding power to account.

» Ethical dilemmas in journalism: bias, plagiarism, and sensationalism.
» The importance of fact-checking and using multiple sources.
* Privacy issues and sensitivity in reporting.

Assessment Methods:

» Writing assignments: news articles, feature stories, and editorials.
Peer editing and feedback on writing samples.
Participation in virtual discussions and feedback sessions.
Final project: contributing to the production of a school newspaper.
Adherence to deadlines and overall commitment to the course project.

Journalism provides an engaging opportunity for students to develop their writing, editing, and layout skills
while taking on a real-world project of creating a school newspaper. Students will gain valuable
experience in journalistic practices, preparing them for future writing, media, or communications

opportunities.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for

student success.



