Welcome to Music History & Theory Middle School!
Course Description:

Intro to Music History & Theory is designed for middle school students who already have a substantial
musical background, whether through formal training in music notation or significant self-taught
experience. This course explores the fundamental concepts of music theory and dives into the rich history
of music, focusing on how music has evolved across different time periods and cultures. Students will
study key composers, musical forms, and theoretical concepts, while also learning to analyze and
understand musical works. This course aims to deepen students’ appreciation for music, strengthen their
theoretical knowledge, and enhance their ability to analyze and perform diverse musical styles.

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand basic music theory concepts, including notation, rhythm, scales, and harmony.

2. Recognize and interpret key musical forms such as sonata form, fugue, and theme and
variations.

3. Explore the history of Western classical music, from the Baroque period to modern-day.

4. |dentify major composers and their contributions to the development of music.

5. Analyze musical pieces from various historical periods, identifying style, form, and key musical
features.

6. Apply music theory concepts to the analysis of both classical and contemporary music.

7. Develop skills in ear training and music notation, improving their ability to read and write music.

8. Reflect on the relationship between music and society through history, recognizing the cultural
context of music.

Syllabus:

Unit 1: Introduction to Music Theory
* Review of musical notation: notes, rests, clefs, time signatures, and key signatures.
» Basic rhythm and meter: understanding simple and compound time.
* Introduction to scales and intervals: major, minor, and chromatic scales.
» Harmony and chord construction: triads, seventh chords, and basic progressions.

Unit 2 The Baroque Period (1600-1750)
Overview of the Baroque era: historical context and major events.
» Key composers: Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel, and Antonio Vivaldi.
* Musical characteristics: ornamentation, basso continuo, and counterpoint.
» Study of key works such as Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos and Handel's Messiah.

Unit 3: The Classical Period (1750-1820)
» Overview of the Classical era: social and cultural changes influencing music.
* Key composers: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, and Joseph Haydn.
» Musical characteristics: clarity, balance, and form (sonata form, symphony, string quartets).
» Study of key works such as Mozart’s Eine kleine Nachtmusik and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5.

Unit 4: The Romantic Period (1820-1900)
» Overview of the Romantic era: emotional expression and the expansion of musical language.
» Key composers: Franz Schubert, Johannes Brahms, Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky, and Richard
Wagner.
» Musical characteristics: expanded orchestration, chromaticism, and programmatic music.
« Study of key works such as Schubert's Symphony No. 9 and Tchaikovsky’'s Swan Lake.



Unit 5: Introduction to Musical Form
» Understanding musical structure: binary, ternary, and sonata-allegro forms.
* The role of themes and motifs in compositions.
* Analyzing the structure of different musical genres and styles.
» Application of form analysis to works studied in earlier units.

Unit 6: 20th Century and Contemporary Music
« Overview of music in the 20th century: the impact of new technologies, genres, and cultural shifts.
» Key composers: Igor Stravinsky, John Williams, and Philip Glass.
» Exploration of modern styles: minimalism, jazz, and electronic music.
» Study of landmark works such as Stravinsky’s The Firebird and Williams’ Star Wars score.

Unit 7: Music in Society
» Exploring the role of music in different cultures and societies.
» The impact of historical events on music and its evolution.
» How music reflects social movements, political change, and technological advancements.
» Discussing music’s role in modern media, including film and television.

Unit 8: Ear Training & Music Notation
» Developing listening skills: identifying intervals, chords, and scales by ear.
» Notation practice: composing short pieces using learned theory concepts.
* Analyzing and transcribing melodies and harmonies.

Unit 9: Final Project: Composer Study
» Choose a composer studied in the course to research in depth.
» Analyze key works of the composer, focusing on musical style and historical context.
» Present findings in a written report and class presentation.

Assessment Methods:
* Quizzes on music theory concepts and history.
» Analysis of musical works from different periods.
» Participation in class discussions and listening activities.
* Final project on a composer study, including a written report and presentation.

Intro to Music History & Theory offers students the opportunity to deepen their understanding of music
from both a historical and theoretical perspective, equipping them with valuable skills in analysis, ear
training, and musical appreciation. Through engaging lessons and interactive activities, students will be
able to connect music theory with the rich history of Western music and develop a lifelong love for musical
exploration.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.



