
Welcome to Reading: The Lord of the Rings!

Course Description:
Embark on an epic literary adventure through the captivating world of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. This
course invites middle school students to explore the timeless themes of friendship, courage, and the struggle
between good and evil. Through close reading, discussions, and creative projects, students analyze complex
characters, Tolkien’s rich world-building, and the literary techniques that bring Middle-earth to life.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will:

1. Analyze Themes: Explore universal ideas such as heroism, loyalty, and sacrifice.
2. Examine Character Development: Study the growth and dynamics of key characters like Frodo, Sam,

Gandalf, and others.
3. Understand Tolkien’s Craft: Discover how language, symbolism, and imagery create a vivid fantasy world.
4. Develop Critical Thinking: Evaluate the moral and ethical decisions made by characters in the context of

their journey.
5. Enhance Literary Skills: Strengthen reading comprehension and analytical writing through discussion and

reflection.

Syllabus:
Unit 1: Welcome to Middle-earth

• Introduction to Tolkien’s life and his inspiration for The Lord of the Rings.
• Overview of the geography, history, and cultures of Middle-earth.

Unit 2: The Fellowship Forms
• Analysis of the opening chapters and key characters.
• Themes of friendship and the weight of responsibility.

Unit 3: Journeys and Trials
• Exploration of significant events in the journey of the Fellowship.
• Symbolism in locations like Rivendell, Moria, and Lothlórien.

Unit 4: Good vs. Evil
• Discussion of the Ring as a symbol of power and corruption.
• Examining moral dilemmas faced by the characters.

Unit 5: Tolkien’s Language and Style
• Study of Tolkien’s use of descriptive language and poetic forms.
• Creating maps or art inspired by Middle-earth.

Final Project:
• A creative or analytical presentation on a chosen aspect of the book, such as a character study, thematic
exploration, or world-building analysis.

Assessment Methods:
• Reading comprehension quizzes.
• Group discussions and participation.
• Analytical essays on key themes or character arcs.
• Creative projects such as designing a Middle-earth map or writing a journal from a character’s perspective.

Join us on this literary journey through Middle-earth and uncover the depth, beauty, and timeless lessons in one of
the most celebrated fantasy stories of all time!

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning objectives, ensuring
comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for student success.


