
Welcome to US History 8!

Course Description:
In this engaging course, students will explore the foundational history of the United States, beginning with
the early history of America’s native peoples and the arrival of European settlers. The course follows the
evolution of the country, from the first colonies through the American Revolution, and continues through
the creation of the United States and the post-Civil War era. Students will examine key historical events,
figures, and cultural movements that shaped the nation’s growth, development, and identity.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand the early history of Native American cultures and societies prior to European contact.
2. Analyze the causes and effects of early European colonization in the Americas.
3. Examine the struggles and events leading to the American Revolution, including major battles,

the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution.
4. Investigate the challenges and successes in forming the new United States government following

independence.
5. Understand the causes and major events of the Civil War and its impact on the nation.
6. Explore the Reconstruction era and the efforts to rebuild the nation after the Civil War.
7. Discuss key figures and movements that influenced early American history, such as George

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and the abolitionist movement.
8. Develop critical thinking and historical analysis skills to better understand the complexities of

America’s early history.

Syllabus:
Semester 1: Foundations and Revolution

• Unit 1: Native American Cultures and Early Americas
• Overview of the Native American civilizations and their diverse cultures before European
contact.
• Exploration of early trade routes and indigenous innovations.

• Unit 2: The Age of Exploration and Colonization
• The arrival of Europeans in the Americas and the first settlements.
• Key figures in exploration (Columbus, Cortés, Cabot) and their impact on Native
populations.
• Life in the early colonies: Jamestown, Plymouth, and the development of the 13 Colonies.

• Unit 3: The Road to Revolution
• The causes of tension between the American colonies and Great Britain.
• Key events: The French and Indian War, the Proclamation of 1763, and the Intolerable
Acts.
• The beginning of the Revolution: The Battles of Lexington and Concord, and the
Declaration of Independence.

• Unit 4: The American Revolution
• Major battles and strategies in the American Revolution.
• Key figures: George Washington, Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin.
• The Treaty of Paris and the end of the war.

Semester 2: Creating a Nation and Civil War
• Unit 5: The Formation of a New Nation

• The Articles of Confederation and the Constitutional Convention.
• The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights: Foundations of American government.
• The early presidencies: Washington, Adams, and Jefferson.



• Unit 6: Westward Expansion and the Growing Nation
• The Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
• The concept of Manifest Destiny and the impact on Native Americans and settlers.
• The War of 1812 and its effects on American identity.

• Unit 7: The Civil War
• Causes of the Civil War: Slavery, states’ rights, and sectionalism.
• Major battles and leaders: Gettysburg, Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, and Robert E. Lee.
• The Emancipation Proclamation and the role of African Americans in the war.

• Unit 8: Reconstruction and the Post-Civil War Era
• The challenges of rebuilding the South after the Civil War.
• The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments.
• The end of Reconstruction and the rise of Jim Crow laws.

Assessment Methods:
• Quizzes and tests on key historical events, figures, and concepts.
• Participation in class discussions and collaborative group activities.
• Written assignments, including essays on specific historical events or figures.
• Final project: A historical analysis of a major event or individual from U.S. history, exploring their
lasting impact on the nation.

U.S. History 8, Semesters 1 & 2 takes students on a journey through the early history of the United
States, giving them a comprehensive understanding of the nation’s origins and development through key
historical events, influential figures, and cultural changes. By exploring the past, students will gain
valuable insights into the challenges and triumphs that shaped the country.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.


