
Welcome to Utah Studies 7!

Course Description:
In Utah Studies 7, students will dive into the rich history of Utah through the lenses of history, geography,
economics, and civics. This course covers the dynamic and multifaceted story of Utah, from its early
indigenous cultures to its statehood and modern developments. Students will explore significant themes
of creativity, sacrifice, conflict, innovation, inequity, compromise, and leadership that have shaped Utah’s
past and continue to influence its future.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze the history of Utah’s indigenous peoples and their contributions to the state’s cultural
heritage.

2. Understand the major events that shaped Utah’s early history, including exploration, settlement,
and statehood.

3. Examine the geography of Utah and its impact on the development of the state.
4. Investigate the economic forces that have influenced Utah’s growth, including agriculture, mining,

and technology.
5. Discuss the evolution of Utah’s government and political system, focusing on civic engagement

and state governance.
6. Develop an understanding of the social and cultural dynamics in Utah, including issues of equity,

leadership, and social movements.
7. Apply geographic and historical analysis to current events in Utah to understand their historical

context.

Syllabus:

Semester 1: Early History and Founding of Utah
• Unit 1: The First Peoples of Utah

• The history and cultures of Utah’s indigenous tribes, including the Ute, Navajo,
Shoshone, and Paiute peoples.
• Native American contributions to Utah’s heritage, land use, and cultural practices.

• Unit 2: Exploration and Early Settlements
• The role of early explorers, such as John C. Frémont and Brigham Young, in shaping
Utah’s history.
• The Mormon Pioneer journey and the establishment of Salt Lake City.
• The effects of westward expansion and the arrival of settlers from diverse backgrounds.

• Unit 3: Geography of Utah
• An exploration of Utah’s physical geography, including its mountain ranges, deserts, and
bodies of water.
• How Utah’s geography influenced settlement patterns, industry, and transportation.

• Unit 4: The Utah Territory
• The creation of Utah as a U.S. territory and its role in the larger context of American
expansion.
• Key events and challenges during Utah’s territorial period, including the Utah War and
Mormon conflict with the U.S. government.

Semester 2: Utah’s Growth and Development
• Unit 5: Economic Development of Utah

• The impact of mining, agriculture, and industry on Utah’s economy.
• Key figures and events in the development of Utah’s infrastructure, such as the
completion of the Transcontinental Railroad.
• The role of natural resources in Utah’s economy.



• Unit 6: Utah’s Path to Statehood
• The challenges and struggles Utah faced on its way to becoming a state.
• The issues of polygamy and religious freedom that shaped Utah’s relationship with the
U.S. government.
• The signing of the Utah Enabling Act and Utah’s official statehood in 1896.

• Unit 7: Utah’s Civic and Political Development
• The creation and evolution of Utah’s state government, including the structure of its state
constitution.
• Key political figures and movements that influenced Utah’s development, including the
rise of women’s suffrage.
• Utah’s role in national politics and its relationship with the federal government.

• Unit 8: Contemporary Utah
• The cultural, social, and economic changes in Utah during the 20th and 21st centuries.
• Issues of urbanization, population growth, and the challenges facing Utah’s diverse
communities today.
• A focus on leadership, social justice, and the ongoing struggles for equality in the state.

Assessment Methods:
• Quizzes and tests on key historical events, geography, economics, and civics concepts.
• Class discussions and collaborative group activities.
• Written assignments, including essays on historical events or figures from Utah’s history.
• Projects focused on specific topics, such as Utah’s geography or economy, to apply knowledge in
real-world contexts.
• Final project: A research paper or presentation on a significant aspect of Utah’s history,
geography, or civic development.

Utah Studies 7, Semesters 1 & 2 provides students with a deep understanding of the state’s history,
geography, economics, and civics. By exploring the state’s dynamic past and diverse present, students
will gain valuable insights into the forces that have shaped Utah and continue to impact its future.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.


