Welcome to World Civilizations 6, Semesters 1 & 2!

Course Description:

World Civilizations 6 is a comprehensive world history course designed for 6th grade students to explore
the diverse regions of the world, including Europe, Latin America, Canada, Mexico, Central America, the
Caribbean, Russia, Africa, Asia, Australia, and New Zealand. Students will study key historical events,
geography, civics, and economics that have shaped these regions, all while developing critical skills in
information processing, problem-solving, and map reading. Through examining important people, places,
and events, students will gain a deeper understanding of global connections and the forces that have
shaped civilizations across the world.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Identify and describe key historical events, people, and places across various regions of the
world.
2. Analyze the geography of major world regions, using maps to interpret physical and political
features.
3. Understand the basic principles of civics and how they apply to different regions and cultures.
4. Examine economic systems, trade, and resources that have influenced global interactions and
civilizations.
5. Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to understand complex historical and current
events.
6. Develop map reading skills to interpret geographic data and global relationships.

Syllabus:
Semester 1: Exploring the World’s Regions
* Unit 1: Introduction to World Civilizations
. Overview of the regions to be studied, including basic geography and cultural diversity.
. Understanding the importance of history, geography, civics, and economics in studying
civilizations.

* Unit 2: Europe
. Exploration of major historical events, figures, and movements in Europe (Ancient
Greece, the Roman Empire, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance).
. Geographical features and their impact on European societies.
. Key economic systems and political structures in European history.

* Unit 3: Latin America
. Study of the early civilizations of Latin America, such as the Maya, Aztec, and Inca.
. The impact of European exploration and colonization on Latin American societies.
. Geography of Latin America and the region’s economic and political history.

* Unit 4: Canada and Mexico
*  Overview of Canadian and Mexican history and their unique roles in North America.
*  The geography of Canada and Mexico, and their impact on trade, culture, and national
identity.
. Key events in the history of both countries and their modern-day influences.

* Unit 5: Central America and the Caribbean
+  Study of the history, culture, and geography of Central American nations and Caribbean
islands.
. Exploration of the region’s ancient civilizations and the effects of European colonization.
. The role of the region in global trade, politics, and culture.



Semester 2: Expanding Our Understanding of the World
* Unit 6: Russia
. The rise of the Russian Empire and key historical events such as the Tsarist era, the
Russian Revolution, and the Soviet Union.
. Russia’s geographical and economic influence on the world.
. Russian political systems and cultural developments.

* Unit 7: Africa
. Exploration of ancient African civilizations (e.g., Egypt, Mali, Great Zimbabwe) and their
impact on world history.
. The effects of European colonization and the struggle for independence.
« The geography of Africa, its resources, and the modern economic and political
challenges faced by African nations.

* Unit 8: Asia
* A study of ancient and modern Asian civilizations, including China, India, Japan, and
Southeast Asia.
. The cultural, philosophical, and religious contributions of Asia to the world.
. Geography, trade routes, and the economic systems of Asian countries.

* Unit 9: Australia and New Zealand
* Anintroduction to the history and geography of Australia and New Zealand.
+  Study of the indigenous cultures, European colonization, and modern-day issues facing
these nations.
. The relationship between Australia, New Zealand, and other countries in the Pacific.

Semester 2 Review and Global Connections
* Review of key concepts, people, and events from all regions studied.
» Exploration of global connections between regions, cultures, and civilizations.
» Discussion of the modern world and how the past continues to shape the present.

Assessment Methods:
* Quizzes and tests on key facts, events, and geographic features.
Map reading assignments to develop spatial awareness and interpret data.
» Class discussions and collaborative group work.
» Written reports on selected historical topics or regions.
* Final project: A presentation or paper on a world civilization of choice, demonstrating an
understanding of history, geography, economics, and civics.

World Civilizations 6 will provide students with a broad understanding of the history and geography of the
world’s major regions, while fostering critical thinking and map-reading skills. By studying the diverse
peoples, places, and events that have shaped global civilizations, students will gain a deeper appreciation
for the interconnected world around them.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning
objectives, ensuring comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for
student success.



