
Welcome to Young Adult Literature!

Course Description:
Dive into the dynamic world of young adult literature in this engaging middle school course. Students will explore a
variety of novels and stories that capture the challenges, triumphs, and experiences of adolescence. Through
analysis of themes, characters, and literary techniques, students develop critical reading skills and discover the
power of storytelling to reflect their own lives and the world around them.

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will:

1. Analyze Themes: Identify and explore themes relevant to young adult audiences, such as identity,
friendship, and resilience.

2. Evaluate Characters: Examine the growth, challenges, and decisions of relatable protagonists.
3. Understand Literary Techniques: Recognize how authors use language, structure, and symbolism to tell

compelling stories.
4. Develop Critical Thinking: Engage in thoughtful discussions about diverse perspectives and social issues

presented in the literature.
5. Enhance Communication: Strengthen skills in analytical writing and oral expression through discussions

and projects.

Syllabus:
Unit 1: Exploring Identity in YA Literature

• Reading a novel or short stories focused on themes of self-discovery.
• Discussion of how characters navigate identity and societal expectations.

Unit 2: Friendship and Connection
• Analyzing stories that explore the bonds between friends and families.
• Creative project: writing a dialogue or letter from the perspective of a character.

Unit 3: Overcoming Adversity
• Exploring narratives where young characters face and overcome challenges.
• Discussion on how these stories inspire resilience and empathy.

Unit 4: Diverse Voices in YA Literature
• Reading literature that showcases diverse cultures, backgrounds, and experiences.
• Reflection on how these stories broaden understanding and build cultural awareness.

Unit 5: Storytelling in Action
• Examining the role of setting, structure, and point of view in YA narratives.
• Students write their own short story inspired by the themes and techniques studied.

Final Project:
• Choose a book or story studied during the semester to analyze deeply. Students can create a multimedia
presentation, write an essay, or design a visual representation of the story’s impact and themes.

Assessment Methods:
• Reading comprehension quizzes.
• Class discussions and participation.
• Analytical essays and response journals.
• Creative writing assignments and projects.

This course invites students to discover stories that speak to their experiences, while building a lifelong appreciation
for literature and its ability to inspire, inform, and connect.

This course is meticulously designed to align with state standards and targeted learning objectives, ensuring
comprehensive coverage of essential knowledge and skills required for student success.


